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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1884 edition. Excerpt: . CHAPTER VII. Early the following morning Hamlin was
awakened by the wheels of the waggonette and the bells of the horses. Then came the excited voices of
children; the sound of slammed doors and precipitate steps on the stairs; and finally the rattle and jingle of
departure. He had declined being one of the boisterous expedition to Lucca, for he detested children in general,
and the little Perrys in particular; and a day in the empty house (for Mrs Perry was going to see some friends at
a neighbouring villa) had seemed to him delightful. He opened his shutters and saw, in the crisp pale-blue
morning, the carriage sweeping round the corner of a narrow lane, the children s hats, Anne Brown s red
shawl, the coachman s grey coat, brush rapidly along a tall box hedge. If there was a thing Hamlin hated more
than another, it was a holiday, a crowd, a lot of people on a jaunt. After breakfast he went to the studio and sat
down before his sketches of Miss Brown. They were unsatisfactory, but they were as good as he could hope to
make them. He had fancied that a coloured sketch of her head would be all that he could possibly want; but he
now recognised that, after all, the head, beautiful and singular as it was, was yet the least part of the matter. It
was the girl s gait, her way of carrying her...
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