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Book ***** Print on Demand *****.U.S.-Thailand relations are of particular interest to Congress because of
Thailand s status as a long-time military ally, a key country in the war against terrorism in Southeast Asia, and
a significant trade and economic partner. A proposed U.S.-Thailand Free Trade Agreement (FTA) would require
implementing legislation to take eJect. However, the recent ouster of Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra by a
military coup has cast uncertainty on how these U.S. priorities will fare in the near future. Future U.S.-Thai
relations will likely depend upon how quickly the military rulers fulfill their promise to restore democratic rule.
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high-profile arrest of radical Islamic leader Hambali in a joint Thai-U.S. operation in 2003 underscores Thailand
s role in the U.S.-led war on terrorism. .
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