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Subject: Biological invasions -- United States. Excerpt: . . . State officials reported that inadequate federal
funding for state efforts Other Barriers to was the key barrier to addressing invasive species - both aquatic and
Addressing Invasive terrestrial. In particular, state officials were concerned about having Species sufficient
funds to create management plans for addressing invasive species, particularly as more states begin to develop
plans, and for inspection and enforcement activities. State officials also identified the need for additional funds
to conduct monitoring and detection programs, research, and staffing. In particular, some state officials noted
that uncertainty in obtaining grant funds from year to year makes it difficult to manage programs, especially
when funding staff positions relies on grants. S. 525 would specifically authorize significantly more funding in
grants to address invasive species than is specifically authorized under the current legislation. Many state
officials also identified a lack of public education and outreach as a barrier to managing terrestrial invasive
species. Public education and outreach activities are important components of the battle against invasive
species, as many invasives have been introduced through the activities of individuals, such as recreational
boating, and the pet, live seafood, and plant and horticultural trades. For example, the outbreak of the
monkeypox virus that has sickened at least 80 people in the Midwest is thought to have spread from a Gambian
rat imported from Africa to be sold as a pet. S. 525 includes efforts intended to provide better outreach and
education to industry, including the horticulture, aquarium, aquaculture, and pet trades, and to recreational
boaters and marina operators, about invasive species and steps to take...
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