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New Book ***** Print on Demand *****This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text.
Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher.
Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1799 edition. Excerpt: . CHAPTER V. CONQUEST OF BABYLON. we have not the
means of following with any consecutiveness the career of Cyrus. He appears only in the light of history while
acting in the great events that marked his life. Obscurity rests upon the intervals between the epoch of these
transactions. Thus, from the fall of Sardis to the capture of Babylon, a period certainly of not less than eight or
nine years elapsed. Of the events of this era, we only know, that, while the lieutenants of Cyrus were compelling
the Greek cities of Lesser Asia to submit to the rule of their master, he himself was employed far to the
eastward, in reducing the fierce barbarians occupying the plains stretching from the mountains bordering on
India to the shores of the Caspian. Having effected this object, and established a frontier on the north-east, with
military posts to keep at bay the tribes beyond the Oxus, it became a matter of policy and ambition to humble
the only independent power of any consequence remaining in western Asia. This was the Babylonian, already
largely environed by the Medo-Persian dominions, the subjugation of which was deemed essential to the unity
of the empire, as well as to its safety and supremacy. Babylonia Proper comprised that tract of country
inclosed between the Euphrates and the Tigris, with a portion of territory on the west bank of the former and
the east bank of the latter. On the south,...
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