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indexed. Not illustrated. 1882 Excerpt: .disease, pauperism, and crime, it is not a legitimate subject for legislative
permission on any conditions whatever, but rather an evil demanding speedy and permanent prohibition. Let
us inquire, therefore: Who are benefited by the liquor traffic? The best method of reaching a fair and just
solution of this question is by a system of exclusive reasonings--a system not unlike that which the careful
physician employs in reaching a correct diagnosis of an obscure disease. ist. Does the liquor traffic benefit the
tax-payers? This is a very important as well as highly respectable class of our fellow-citizens, and so numerous
that their interests can not with justice be ignored or antagonized by legislation. This class is composed, for the
most part, of industrious and honest men--men who earn their bread by the sweat of their brows --men who
rise early and toil late. It is. estimated by careful statisticians that fully one-half of our State and county taxes
are the result of the liquor traffic. Tax-payers are called upon to support the victims of the rum trade; they have
to pay for the support of paupers that are made by it, and for the prosecution of its criminals, etc. Not
unfrequently a single murder trial, caused by liquor, costs a county ten times as much as the revenue it receives
from the traffic for a whole year; and these enormous and wholly unnecessary expenses must be paid by the
hard-working, industrious, and frugal tax-payers. Is it...
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